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In small gardens and orchards the larvse may be hand-
picked : this is an efficient method, as the larvae are easily seen
and are often markedly gregarious.

By turning over the soil under the trees in winter, many of
the hibernating larvae are exposed and either die from exposure
or are eaten by birds. An alternative method is to dig the
cocoons deeper into the soil, so as to prevent the perfect insects
emerging in spring : these cultural methods are perhaps the
most satisfactory, though arsenical sprays have been used with
some success.

Group II.    CYNIPOIDEA

Body laterally compressed ; trochanters undivided;
stigma absent ; wings and tegulae sometimes absent.

Three families have been recognized, but the classification
adopted by Kieffer and Dalla Torre in Genera Insectorum will
be adopted here, viz. : One family, Cynipidce, with eight
sub-families.

CYNIPIDJS.
Gall-wasps.
Small to minute insects, seldom exceeding 5 mm. in length ;
the fore-wing with no stigma and not more than five closed
cells; hind-wing with two or three nervures. Antennae
straight with less than sixteen joints. The pronotum
reaches the insertion of the fore-wings.
Cynipidce are widely distributed throughout the world but
are more in evidence in the northern temperate zones, especially
where the oak is to be found.
The antennae are not elbowed and are always less than
sixteen-jointed ; the male usually has one, sometimes two,
joints more than the female. The wings are rather sparsely
veined and never have a stigma ; the margin of the wings
may be fringed with hairs and sometimes the surface is
hairy.